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These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club. For more information please 
contact us at; 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks/ 
or 
WWW.1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s. Content is offered as informational only. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising. Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication. Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication. Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk. 


As a precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions. 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means--electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems--without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 
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Miscellaneous Matter 


The Club Meet in Flint was not favored with good weather, but was 4 success 
nevertheless, and good fun. The day was cool, with occasional drizzle, and I expect 
that prompted about half of those who had registered to stay home. We had 14 '37 and 
'38 Buicks, a ‘52 Buick, a "56 Buick, '41 and '55 Cadillacs, and a few modern vehicles. 
Crossroads Village in Flint offers numerous interesting and entertaining things to do 
and see, and we did 'em. Just one example: Ray Lawson (#16) even got a haircut in 
the "old-time" barbershop, for which he paid all of 25¢, and listened to a mandolin player 
the while. My son Peter, who was with me and who is (a) an artist, (b) fond of animals 
and birds, and (c) only casually interested in cars, spent a few hours sketching the farm 
cows, pigs, and chickens. The farm workers were impressed with this, as apparently 
it had never happened before. One of them, upon observing Peter's work, said, "Man, 
you really drew the shit out of that cow!" This was a novel compliment, if not the best 
one Pete had had in a while, prompting him to pass out several sketches to the farmers. 
I hope they are treasuring them. Pete's work may be valuable some day. After all, 
who was Andy Warhol at age 25? 


I need hardly add that there was a good deal of peering at and into cars and talking 
about cars, and a little bit of beer-drinking and popcorn-eating at the hotel. 


According to Marv Rhynard (#327) who was one of the organizers, "We sure had 
a miserable day and I still haven't gotten my car cleaned up, but nevertheless it was 
nice seeing the members and spouses again. I guess that is what really makes the Club 
interesting and makes all the work of putting on a meet worthwhile." 


Right! Our thanks to Marv and Bob Jones and their wives for all that work. Marv 
and Bob also seem to have the highly unusual ability to conduct a Meet that makes a 
profit. Money taken in exceeded expenses by some $73. Rather than refunding a small 
sum to each registrant, Marv gave the surplus to the Club, and it can be used for start-up 
money for next year's event, whatever that turns out to be. 
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Following the Meet a few of us (two '37s, two '38s, one '56, one '91 and my Chevy 
truck) took off to Petoskey, Michigan for a three-day tour of the northern part of 
Michigan's "Lower Peninsula." The weather for this was great and we had one hell of 
a good time. The Noggin Room of the Perry Hotel in Petoskey may never be the same. 
Although I was prepared to tow anybody who had trouble, there was none on the tour. 
I'm sorry more of you didn't come, but in truth the size of the group was about right 
for ease of keeping together, getting seated in restaurants, and the like. Dan and Marion 
McLaughlin (#466) did a great job of planning and leading the tour. 


I encourage everyone to organize tours for five, or ten, or however many cars 
can be mustered, in your own localities. They are really fun. 


At the conclusion of the tour, Pete and I took off into the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, where we spent 10 days seeing all sorts of interesting 
things. I also collected some interesting car parts from fellow-member Curt Backer 
(#468), who lives a considerable distance into northern Minnesota. Visiting Curt also 
gave us a chance to see the source of the Mississippi, at which place the Father of Waters 
is about four feet wide and six inches deep. Pete and I hatched a plan to pee into it, 
calculate how long it would take for the pee to reach New Orleans, then go there at 
the appointed day and convince ourselves that we were watching our offerings pass 
into the Gulf of Mexico some weeks or months after they had been given. For various 
reasons, including the presence of women and children, the plan was not implemented, 
but I daresay someone or other has done it. 
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That two-week vacation is one reason this issue is late. Another is that the last 
one was late. 


You will observe that I have labelled this issue "June" although you may well get 
it in July. The next I will label "July." In accordance with the historic traditions of 
this Club, there will be no "August," as that is one of the three months of the year | 
skip, the others being November and February, there being nine Torque Tube issues 
per annum, that being the most I can possibly produce, even with the superhuman 
capabilities I bring to bear on the business. 
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Until recently, I had planned to attend the BCA National Meet in Kansas this 
July. However, it became apparent to me around the middle of June that this has been 
one of the most expensive years of my life so far, and that conserving cash would be 
& damn good idea. (A good deal of the drain can be attributed to what I have termed 
the Parental Payroll.) Therefore, I have scrapped this plan. To all of you whom I might 
have seen in Kansas City, my apologies: maybe next year. 


CLUB ROSTER 


I have received several letters concerning the Roster. While as a percentage 
of total membership the response to my request for comment on this subject is not 
very great, it is perhaps big enough (about 5%) to be statistically significant. Sentiment 
seems to overwhelmingly be in favor of keeping the Roster, so it will-be kept, at least 
for near term. Some members suggested that doing a Roster every other year would 
be enough, and might lessen the effort required to compile it. However, that would 
really not lessen the effort, it would only require that it be expended less often; in fact, 
the effort might well be greater, as there would be more changes from the last preceding 
Roster on a biennial basis. So, an annual Roster will continue to be included in the 
benefits of membership. It is my hope that by next autumn we will have in place 4 
method for processing the basic data in a manner that overcomes the problems we have 
had in the past. 


One of the letters I received came from Andrew Diem (#852). I reproduce this 
in part below, not only because it praises my efforts in elaborate terms (a "fountain 
of knowledge" — how about that?), but also because it is more-or-less typical of most 
of the responses. The photos Andy refers to also appear in this issue. 


Mr. William Olson 
842 Mission Hills Lane 
Columbus, Ohio 43235 


Dear Bill, 


Asa relatively new member to the Club, | want to express the great interest The Torque Tube 
provides in the appreciation of my old Buick. ! receive a number of both professional and special 
interest publications each month, and The Torque Tube is at the head of my list of favorites. It ts 
scanned first, after examining the mail for checks, before any thing else is read! 


You do a most creditable job of putting together on a frequent basis, a magazine that has many 
features that are most beneficial. Your photographs are always inspirational to see how others 
enjoy their old Buicks as well a providing ideas for our Metro Chapter Buick Club tours, The 
feature articles are informative and often times entertaining with their personal touch. The 
technical articles are continually an educational source of material dealing with many little 
“questions” that are floating around seeking to be resolved. The classified adds have provided a 
source of many small, hard to locate items that | would not have had access to without The 
Torque Tube. 


Please keep up the great work. We would all be lost without this great fountain of knowledge! 


Based on your article about the Club Directory, | can not tell you how much it has helped me. it 
has served as the basis for my telephoning many of the members with 1937 model 40 C Buicks 
tocompare car stories and share experiences. Several telephone rapports have been 
established that have given me great pleasure. The Directory has also been of great benefit to 
me during a recent trip to California to provide me with the address of the charming Van Kotens 
who were most hospitable in providing a tour of their beautiful home and a chance to see their 
superb Buicks. The Directory is a great asset and should be preserved even if it becomes an 
extra cost item to members opting for a copy. Please keep the Directory. 


The enclosed photos are from two recent Metro Chapter club tours showing my pride and joy 


(the potential captions are on the backs). | must be an architect at heart, always seeking to use a 
building as a back drop! 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 


All memberships in this Club expire on August 31. (The reasons for this are rooted 
in history and will not be explained again; just accept it as a "given".) If your membership 
expires this August 31 — you can tell whether it does by looking at the address label 
on the envelope this issue came in, if you haven't already put it in the bottom of your 
garbage can and slopped coffee grounds on top of it — you will receive a Renewal Notice 
in August. 


DO NOT — REPEAT NOT — SEND ME MONEY BEFORE YOU RECEIVE 
THE RENEWAL NOTICE. 


Every year people do that, apparently worried that their memberships will lapse, but 


it only makes my job more difficult. Moreover, I have not yet decided what the dues 
will be for the period September 1992 ~- August 1993. So, please cooperate. 


"PETE" PETERSON 


Harold R. ("Pete") Peterson of Alma, Michigan died recently of cancer. A founding 
member (#12) of the Club, Pete was an engaging fellow, and the news of his passing 
was sad indeed. For a number of years, Pete worked on a '37 Century coupe, which 
he made literally out of parts cars, and which ultimately became a fine restoration. 


Several years ago, with frame, engine, running gear, and some of the body completed, 
Pete decided he could wait no longer to try things out, and set off down a country road, 
perched on a makeshift seat. Yes, friends, he fell off! The Buick went off into a field, 
where it stalled in the weeds. Fortunately there was no damage to either Pete or the 
car. I could never see him without thinking of that story (See Vol. II, No. 8; July 1984), 
and although those who knew Pete will have many good memories of him, perhaps that 
one is as good as any. 
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COVER CARS 
1- Dan Murtz 


By Dan Murtz (#835) 


When I last sent in my membership information, I listed as my interests old cars, 
airplanes, guns, and miscellaneous other "neat stuff." The pictures combine two of 
these interests. 


I bought my '38 Special about four years ago from an ad in Hemmings, sight unseen 
except for a half dozen pictures. I was looking for a good clean driver, and that is what 
I got. Maybe I was lucky. 


The pictures were taken last summer at the 94th Aero Squadron restaurant about 
25 miles north of Chicago. From what I understand, the man that owns the restaurant 
also owns the B-17. From the "nose art" on the plane, I assume it was used in the film 
"Memphis Belle." 


The day I took the Buick out to make the pictures, the temperature was about 


87 degrees. If you think a '38 Buick is hot in July, you should tour a B-17 that's been 
baking in the sun! 
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Besides its lack of running board moldings, the car has another defect that 


sharp-eyed readers might spot from the photos. (There are a few details | haven't gotten 
around to.) Can you find it? 


I have shown The Torque Tube to a number of my friends who are in different 


car clubs, and every one of them can't say enough about the quality of information that 
our Club puts out. The members should realize how fortunate they are to have a 
publication like The Torque Tube: nothing I've seen comes close! 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Did you spot Dan's "defect"? The bumpers are on upside-down. 
Needfess to say, 1 am grateful for his kind words, and hope that the rest 
of you share his opinions. (1 you do, it would not, of coruse, hurt to 
say 40.) Those of us who have reached the Age of MelLowness wikl remember 
that the B-17 was the premier American heavy bomber during most of Word 
War Il. 128 heavy defensive armament (as many as 12 50-cakiber machine guns 
an the Later versions), and its abikity to sustain almost incredible battée 
damage and yet return to base, earned it the name "Flying Fortress," and 
it was perhaps the greatest product the Boeing Company has ever turned out. 


2°-David Honer 


DAVID HONER'S 1937 81-F 


Here we see a nice-looking 1937 Roadmaster formal sedan (model 81-F) owned 
by David Honer (#755) of Richland Center, Wisconsin. As most of you know, the "formal" 
sedan differs from the "regular" or "touring" sedan in having a roll-up glass division 
panel between the front and rear compartments. Thus the car, intended for a family 
of some means which did not have a full-time chauffeur, could be driven by its owner 
as a "family" car (glass down), or on more stately occasions by a servant (glass up). The 
rear three-quarter view illustrates the marked difference between the '37 large cars 
and the same models for 1938, as well as the '37 40 and 60 series cars. Aft of the cowl, 
the '37 Roadmaster or Limited is almost pure 1936 Buick — or '37 or '36 Cadillac and 
La Salle. 
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Bill Mack (#839) reports that he purchased a new book, Police Cars by Monty 
McCord, and found several Buicks pictured therein. (The book is available from various 
auto literature dealers.) Among others, it shows a '37 and '38 operated by the Texas 
Department of Public Safety with then-Texas Ranger commander Col. Homer Garrison, 
and a '38 Century in California Highway Patrol trim. Although nowhere near as popular 
with law-enforcement agencies as the Ford in the 1930s, Buick Centuries, as we have 
observed in the past, found favor with the California Highway Patrol and other state 
police forces. Buick offered a few special "police package" options for 40-series cars, 
primarily a heavy-duty generator with a smaller pulley, and the 60-series 3.9:1 rear 
end gears, which gave higher top speed. 


POLICE BUICKS 


The photograph on the following page, which we printed several years ago, shows 
'38 Special two-doors used by the City of Baltimore. Curiously, the Baltimore cars 
had sidemounts, which were seldom found on police cars; perhaps this was intended 
to provide more trunk room for radio and other equipment. 


(Myf. 


———— Florida Fun 


THE MT. DORA SHOW: A UNIQUE ANTIQUE CAR EVENT 
By Bill Gillespie (#874) 


On the first weekend in April in a quaint town in Florida an annual ritual takes 
place. Perhaps ritual is not the correct word. It is an event that is like no other I know 
of. The location of this event is Mt. Dora, a quaint, rustic town about 40 miles northeast 
of Orlando, where there is a Pre-War Antique Car Meet. The meet begins like many 
others, on a Friday. Unlike a lot of other meets, all cars are parked on the grounds 
(literally) of "The Lakeside Inn," a hotel that if "the walls could talk" could tell us about 
our amazing machines, This meet has been going on for 21 years and is most enjoyable. 
Friday night there is a spotlight parade: cars are selected, spotlighted as they drive 
in front of the hotel, and histories told about them. It is a grand show. Saturday - all 
day - music is played from the old victrolas, a rag time band comes and plays on the 
porch of the hotel; and of course there are car rallys through the countryside. In the 
afternoon there is a vintage, 1910, 1920, 1930's fashion show. Last year, my two little 
girls, ages 5 and 2, were in the fashion show and they loved it. This year I was in the 
fashion show dressed in a 1930's chauffeur's uniform, a uniform I wear for special 
occasions when I drive my '39 Cadillac Limo and occasionally my '38 McLaughlin-Buick. 
Later on that night there is a banquet at the hotel, and this year there was an auction 
after the banquet to help raise funds. On Sunday, typically there is a poker run, an 
approximate 3.5 mile drive through the town, stopping at historic places and picking 
up cards. This is when the beauty of the town shows through and the winding down 
of the meet begins before we all break and go to the four corners of wherever. My 
motive for this story, besides helping the "Torque Tube" Stay alive, is to generate more 
interest for the Mt. Dora show for those of us that have '37 and '38 Buicks. If anyone 
reading this would like to have more information please contact me, I'll put you on a 
list to be contacted. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks to Bill Gillespie for sharing an anteresting adventure 
with us. He cuts quite a dashing figure in that chauffeur suit, doesn't 
he? Bill is presumably no stranger to uniforms, as he is -- 1 think -- our 
onty member on active duty in the U. S. Navy. 
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DRO ALBUM &z; 


Harry Logan (#651) has been continuing his travels, and wherever he goes, 
he always seems to find a '38 Buick to admire. Recently, Harry went to Fort 
Fumb£e, sometimes othewise known as Our Nation's Capital on Washington, 
D.C., for Some Sightseeing. Among the sights Harry saw were the '38 Century 
Sedan owned by Charles Jekof{sky (#524), described as "very nice and a Lot 
of fun to drive," and a '38 Century sport coupe owned by one Bob Tullius, 
apparently a former race car driver who also collects World War II aircraft. 
(Mx. Tullius has, inter alia, a P-51, which is faster that the Century, 
although perhaps not on Land.) The interior views of the Jekofsky car show 
two interesting features that were found on Some, but not all, '38 60, 8&0 
and 90 series cars: the maroon plastic steering wheel rim and the "chevron" 
pattern dash panel. The Latter is perhaps the most unusual. Most '38 
Centuries appear to have had a woodgrained dash; it is my belies, although 
there 48 no hard evidence, that the "chevron" dash was a feature of earty 
'38 production which did not find favor with customers or dealers. The dash 
panek in Charles Jekofsky's car 48 in nice original condition, and shows 
that where the "chevron" pattern was used, the panel was painted a color 
very Similan, on identical, to the "Lustre Light Gaey" used on '37 6&0 and 
90 series cars, and the "chevron" transfer then applied across the central 
portion between the two vertical trim strips. 
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Interior views of Charles Jekofsky's 1938 Century show "chevron" dash panel 
and maroon Steering wheel, 
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Photos taken on BCA Metro Chapter tours show Andy Diem's (#852) 1937 40-C 
and Ben Berman's (#579) 1937 46-C in front of a classic 1735 Georgian mansion, 
now the home of a coklege president, and the 40-C at the old Baltimore & 
Ohio Station (ca. 1890) in Point of Rocks, Maryland, stike in use as a commuter 
Station. 


The Herd of Turtles 


By Irvin Heckert (#940) 


Since I'm a relatively new member and not very knowledgeable about different 
models, features and the like, and mechanically inept to boot, all I can contribute is 
a little history about my own 1937 Special. 


In the late 1950s, with two small children and a mortgage on a whippoorwill farm, 
I was in dire need of a cheap auto for basic transportaiton. A small repair shop owner, 
who had been nursing my various junkers to their inevitable deaths, offered me an old 
car that I didn't even want to look at. This car had been owned, and bought new, by 
a local building supply owner. Well, I was desperate, so | looked, and paid the princely 
sum of $50 for a 1937 Buick, plus $25 to replace the wiring in the steering column so 
the horn would work. I must admit the car was in pretty good condition for its age, 
but very high mileage and more than a little tired. 


As the Buick didn't have jackrabbit starting capabilities, the children promptly 
named it "The Herd of Turtles," a phrase that I seem to remember was popular at the 
time. Living on a dirt road led to a lot of flat tires, and almost every time the tire 
would be broken, I finally decided that inexpensive tires were costing me too much 
money, and put on 6-ply tires all around. They're still on the car. 


A year or so later, the last steam-powered excursion train came through town, 
and I wanted the children to see a steamer. While we were enjoying the sights and sounds 
of bygone days, I noticed that the passengers on the train were doing the same thing, 
but they were looking at and commenting on our car! That may have been the event 
that started a certain attachment to the Buick. 


On one occasion, we started out to visit a school chum of my wife's, a trip of 
about 65 miles, with a full tank of gas but no money to spare. We had traveled some 
50 miles when the gas gauge showed half-empty, which prompted us to turn for home 
forthwith. Heading for a state park at the top of a steep mountain road, the Herd of 
Turtles started overheating on that grade, resulting in a turn-around and heading home 
again. 


In 1960 or '61, the state required turn signals for inspection. Not wanting to add 
anything that wasn't original, | retired the car. Although the following years of neglect 
I am too ashamed of to discuss, that attachment I spoke of kept me from sending it 
to the scrap yard. 


At present, it is back in running condition, and I hope to have it back on the road 
this summer. But my hopes are rather dim, short of winning the lottery, of ever restoring 
it to its full original glory. It has a map light on the dash, a roll-up blind on the rear 
window, and a clock that, naturally, no longer runs. 


* KK 


EDITOR'S NOTE: I liked this story, folks, especially the part about the excursion train 
passengers. Can't you just picture that? I'm not exactly sure what a “whippoorwill 
farm" is (making no pretense at being a country boy of any kind), but assume it differs 
significantly from the spreads one sees from the highway in, say, Illinois or Iowa. In 
any event, I do know that the whippoorwill (so named for its monotonous call) is a 
night-flying bird that captures insects on the wing, and that Irv Heckert now has a carpet 
business in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, having presumably given up farming. Let's hope 
The Herd of Turtles is back in action soon, 
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TROUBLE-SHOOTING 
I ELECTRICAL 


In Issue 3 we considered at some length difficulties one of our members (Ted 
Masilian, #883) was having with his newly rebuilt engine. In that article, we discussed 
some apparent voltage regulator trouble, and sluggish acceleration; the latter I suggested 
might be caused by incorrect valve and/or ignition timing. (see Vol. X, No. 3, pages 
20-24.) 


Unfortunately, Ted's difficulties have persisted. We will take up his story again. 


In the previous article, I suggested that Ted attempt to clean up his voltage 
regulator, which he did. At that point, he thought he had found his electrical problem. 


“After I rebuilt the generator and bench-tested it, it appeared to work 
perfectly. I put the dust cover band on and didn't realize that the edge of the 
band was touching the "A" armature terminal of the generator. I found out that 
with this condition it burned out the armature." 


Ted then rebuilt another generator and put it on the car, this time making sure 
the band was not touching the "A" terminal. "It did not start charging," Ted says, "until 
I repolarized the voltage regulator." Then it began charging, but again the dash gauge 
showed it charging "wide open or not at all.” Adjusting the spring on the regulator did 
not change that. 


Then, Ted says, 


"I left it this way ("wide open") for about a week, approximately 25 miles 
of driving. Pretty soon I detected a smell and noticed it was not charging again. 
I removed the dust cover band and found melted solder sprayed on the inside. At 
that point the generator showed no charge. Now I have two generators with burned 
out armatures. What I can't understand is that before | dismantled the car for 
restoration, everything seemed to work fine." 


Well, folks, what is Ted's problem? Before addressing that more specifically, 
let me say this. Several years ago, | proposed what | called Olson's First Law, or the 
Principle of Harmonious Decrepitude. This holds that in an unrestored car which runs 
decently, even though many or all of its various components are in an advanced state 
of wear or decay, a sort of equilibrium, or "harmonious decrepitude," has been achieved. 
If you fix, monkey with, restore, replace, fiddle around with, or otherwise alter part 
of one of these systems of equilibrium, some other part is very likely to fail, even though 
it worked OK before. I suggested this Principie partly in jest, but only partly: I have 
seen it happen enough times to believe in it. (An example of this involving certain parts 
of the human body may be postulated, and I leave this to your inaginations.) What the 
car did before it was taken apart is at best only slightly relevant to what it does now. 
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In my opinion, the first area of investigation in any electrical problem — at least 
in cars with generator-voltage regulator systems — should be the battery, and its 
connections to the car's electrical system. If these are faulty, the system will not 
perform well. Make sure the battery is fully charged, and has no bad cells. If it is more 
than two, or at the most three years ojd, replace it. Do not assume that because batteries 
in modern cars last four or five years, batteries in antique cars will do the same. They 
won't. Connect the positive terminal of the battery to the starter with the thickest 
cable you can find — the best is 00 ("double-ought"), which you may need to have made 
up by a welding shop. Make sure your battery ground is in good condition and connected 
to bare metal on the frame. Likewise your starter ground. Don't use the thin-gauge 
cables found on modern cars. 


While we are on the subject of cables, make sure your spark plug wires have the 
old-style heavy-duty copper cores. Modern carbon-fiber or "Aramid" or other synthetic 


material plug wires, designed for systems with plug gaps of .060 or more, have too much 
resistance and will not work. 


Now, let us assume the battery, cables and grounds are all in good condition, and 
the battery is well-charged. If under these conditions you see a continuous high rate 
of charge on your dash gauge, then either 


(1) the voltage regulator is faulty; or 
(2) there is a bad short to ground somewhere in the wiring. 


Either of these conditions will cause armatures, coils, and breaker points to burn out. 
The MOTOR Auto Repair Manual, Vintage Car Edition, suggests the following test: 


"Run the engine at about 20 MPH. Remove the wire from the regulator field 
terminal, If the charging rate now drops to zero, the regulator is at fault. If 
the high charging rate continues with the wire removed from the field terminal 


of the regulator, the generator is faulty or there is a grounded wire in the wiring 
harness." 


I believe Ted's trouble is either one or both of the two conditions mentioned above. 
The fact that he may have shorted an armature terminal on the generator's dust cover 
is by the way. The armature would have burned out anyway. 


It is possible to run a series of tests on voltage regulators, and these are detailed 
in the MOTOR Manual. I will not go through them here, primarily because even if one 
finds the trouble, it is difficult or impossible to find someone who knows how to repair 
them or has the necessary parts. As indicated in the Issue 3 article, in my opinion the 
best cure for a regulator that is faulty, or suspected of being faulty, is to install the 
VR-6 electronic unit manufactured and sold by RBR Electronics. (I have no financial 
stake in these devices; I only know they work.) That will be cheaper and better in the 


end than trying to fix an "original" regulator, especially if you're not really sure what 
you're doing. 


If | were Ted, I would: 

(1) Carefully and methodically go over all the car's wiring with a wiring diagram 
in hand, looking for possible shorts, and putting aside all assumptions and memories 
concerning the manner in which I had re-wired the car when I put it together. If 
I found any faults, I would, obviously, correct them. 
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(2) Buy myself a new battery, charge it if necessary, and put it in the car, making 
sure all cables and grounds were adequate. 


(3) Rebuild one of my generators, test it for proper function, and put it in the 
car. 


(4) Try things out, and if the high rate of charge condition persisted, replace 
the regulator, before, needless to say, it burned out another armature. 


fl. SLUGGISH ACCELERATION 


Ted's other problem, discussed also in Issue 3, is sluggish acceleration. In that 
article, I suggested incorrect valve or ignition timing or faulty vacuum or centrifugal 
advance mechanisms. Ted says he was careful, when rebuilding his engine, to get the 
timing chain on correctly, and that his distributor appears to be in good condition with 
both spark advance systems working correctly. So let us assume the problem has another 
cause. Before tackling this, I would cure the electrical problem discussed above. It 
may very well be that, after that problem is solved, the car will run much better. 
Incorrect voltage in the electric system will inevitably affect performance. If the car 
did not run better, I might replace the coil (which could have been damaged by the 
electrical fault) and make sure my plug wires were the correct style and in good condition. 


After that, I might try a series of vacuum gauge tests. In today's era of electronic 
test equipment, the vacuum gauge has sort of been forgotten, but it is amazing what 
this device, in the hands of an experienced user, can tell us about older engines. I have 
included in this issue an article, first printed about five years ago, that contains detailed 
instructions. A few points made therein are worth re-emphasizing: (1) connect the 
gauge to a source of manifold vacuum, not to the spark advance connection on the 
carburetor; (2) if your car has a "double-action" fuel pump — i.e. one with a vacuum 
booster for the windshield wipers — disconnect the booster. 


If the vacuum gauge tests did not reveal any trouble, I would look at (1) excessively 
rich or lean mixture; (2) clogged or restricted fuel line or air cleaner; (3) incorrect 
carburetor jets or accelerator pump malfunction; (4) bad fuel pump; (5) dragging brakes; 
(6) slipping clutch. However, I have an idea that the trouble will be found before any 
of these areas of investig«tion will need to be undertaken. 


In the foregoing discussion, I made certain assumptions because, not having the 
car in front of me, I had no alternative. However, let me conclude this discourse by 
repeating what I have said several times before: assumptions can be dangerous. Many 
times I have seen even the experienced mechanic or restorer get lost in the swamp 
of assumptions: “it can't be that"; "I fixed that last year"; "nah, they never go bad"; 
"Uncle Louie had a car like this, and ...." Set up a plan when trouble-shooting; pursue 
it methodically; begin with simple causes and proceed to the more complex or unusual; 
test your assumptions: they may turn out to be incorrect. 


MORE ON RUNNINGBOARD WORK 
By Greg Marshall (#148) 


I just got done with the article in the current Torque Tube on runningboard 
restoration, and I thought I'd share some information. My '37 Model 66S Coupe is a 
street rod, but I still recovered the runningboards. I didn't think the car looked complete 
without them. Besides it makes my already low car look lower still. Obviously the 
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material | covered the boards with is not authentic, but it worked nicely, and enough 
to cover both boards plus glue only came to about $140.00. I contacted an industrial 
rubber supplier locally and told them what I was doing. I wanted oil and water resistant 
rubber with ribs on one side. What they figured would be good was about 1/4 inch thick, 
and had various rib patterns. I chose a very fine rib pattern with ribs about 1/8 inch 
wide separated by about 1/8 inch, lengthwise on the board. To prepare the boards, | 
scraped the old rubber off using a gasket scraper tool and a hammer. It was a tedious 
job and messy too, but it got the boards very clean. I then went over them with a wire 
brush in a drill to get the metal really clean. | also ran into the problem of the boards 
being slightly short like yours were, but I think this was a case of a century with special 
boards or something. To fix this, I fitted the boards on the car and added sheet metal 
extensions on both ends to bring the ends to within 1/4 inch of the fenders. | then fit 
the rubber covers to extend just slightly over the sheet metal extensions. To glue the 
rubber to the boards, I used 3M brand spray-on adhesive for vinyl tops. I started on 
the inside part of the board, gluing down past where the board curves into the horizontal 
area. I clamped the rubber in place for 24 hours. Then I glued and clamped the horizontal 
area. Finally I glued about half of the outside curve, with the remainder secured with 
the trim strip. One word of caution; when stripping the old rubber off, | discovered 
several small indentations in the metal which | filled with figerglass resin to create 
a@ smooth surface to bond the new rubber onto. These indentations were used originally 
to help position the rubber on the board before vulcanizing, I would think. If you don't 
fill the indentations, you may end up with dips in the rubber. Also put the boards on 
the car and make sure they aren't bent and the brackets aren't bent or twisted. After 
this fitting, and only after this fitting, should you start any finish work. Hope this 
information will help somebody else. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF UPHOLSTERY 


Bill Mack (#839) who happens to be a police captain in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 
may have missed his real calling. He decided that before putting out some serious money 
for one of the excellent Hampton Coach interior kits, he'd try a do-it-yourself job, and 
purchased some taupe bedford cord fabric from one of the upholstery material suppliers, 
along with a second-hand White sewing machine. Bill's '38 now has a new front seat. 
"All work was done on the kitchen table," he says, "with the equipment moved to a spare 
bedroom between efforts. The pattern was cut from the old material. Batting and 
other items needed were purchased locally. About 20 hours of work was involved, and 
I learned as I went along, as I had never sewed before. The result is very credible and 
a vast improvement over what remained of the original." 


Good show! The problem with undertaking this sort of project of course, is once 
you have begun by taking the original seat fabric off, you have no choice but to finish, 
and hope you end up with a half-way decent result. And, if you succeed with one seat, 
the other one will suddenly look much worse than it did before, and you'll need to do 
it, after which the door panels and pillars will need work, and then comes the headliner, 
which is perhaps the most difficult auto interior piece to do. 


Without wishing in the least to demean Bill Mack's accomplishment and the fortitude 
required to undertake it, I will take this opportunity to say once more that if you need 
a new interior, but don't feel you want to tackle a do-it-yourself-from-scratch project, 
the Hampton Coach kits are an excellent alternative to a custom upholstery shop job. 
If you have one of the models for which a kit is available, and can operate a staple gun 
and a pair of pliers, you can put a hell of a nice new interior into your car for perhaps 
one-third the cost of a custom job. The instructions are excellent, and all the tricky 
work has been done for you, 
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Using a Vacuum Gauge 


I discovered the following article in a 1940's MOTOR Auto Repair Manual 
(Copyright owner of the manual - The Hearst Corporation). It does not appear 
in the cunmrent "Vintage Can Edition.” With 40 many kinds of modern test 
devices in use today, I had afmost forgotten about the old vacuum gauge. And 
I had never realized all the things it could do. Vacuum gauges are not ex- 
pensive, and those of us having cars with manifofd-operated wipers will find 
an easy place to hook one up. 


I have not done all of the tests outlined in the article, and cannot 
vouch for their accuracy or for the correctness of all the diagnoses set forth. 
Like any testing device on technique, the gauge should be used in conjunction 
uxth other devices or techniques, and with the judgment and experience of the 
tester. Moreover, <t should be observed that some of the tests must be done 
in connect sequence to avoid possibly misleading results. At the Least, 
however, I thought the article would be fun to read, and the tests fun to do, 
for those of you who are not familiar with them. Needless to Say, an accurate 
gauge is the first prerequisite. Happy testing! 


Sea level to 1,000 ft....... +++ 18 to 22 
USE OF VACUUM GAUGE 1,000 to 2,000 ft.............. 17 to 21 
Testing engines for various faults with 2,000 to 3,000 ft.............. 16 to 20 
@ vacuum gauge Is basically determin- 3,000 to 4,000 ft. sew eeweweseeeee 15 to 19 
ing whether the engine Is functioning at 4,000 to 5,000 ft............4, 14 to 18 
its higher R.PM. at « fixed throttle S000 £0 6,008 fbi csc cksccsacc 13 to 1T 
position. The reason for this is that the 
highest steady vacuum reading will be It must be remembered that any vari- 
obtained at the highest engine R.P.M. ation in atmospheric conditions wiil 
at any fixed throttle position. Any con- cause a change in the above readings, 
dition in the engine, such as incorrect just as a barometer will rise and fal! in 
ignition timing, improper valve action, line with weather conditions, When us- 
carburetor out of adjustment, air leaks ing a vacuum gauge, the most impor- 
in the intake manifold, etc., are immedi- tant thing to watch is the action of the 
ately shown by an erratic vacuum Gauge rather than obtaining an actual 
reading. or theoretical reading. If the operator is 
Inasmuch as the vacuum readings de- inexperienced in interpreting the indica- 
pend upon engine speed, a tachometer tions of such an instrument, it is ad- 
(R.P.M. indicator) may be used in con visable to experiment on an engine by 


actually creating faulty conditions and 


junction with the vacuum gauge to shov then noting their effect on the vacuum 


engine R.P.M. while making the tests. 


e. 
All vacuum gauges indicate the differ caug 

ence between the pressure inside the in- 

take manifold and the atmospheric pres- TEST PROCEDURE—Warm up the en- 
sure outside of the manifold. Conse- gine to normal operating temperature. 
quently, normal vacuum readings will Attach the hose of the vacuum gauge to 
decrease above sea level because atmos- the Intake manifold fitting. If this ft- 
pheric pressure decrcases above sea ting is not conveniently located, the hose 
level. Because of this, the altitude above may be attached to the windshield wiper 
sea level must be taken into considera- connection. However, care must be ex- 
ton when making tests. Generally ercised to see that there are no leaks 
speaking, the vacuum will read one inch between the manifold and the connect- 
lower for each 1,000 feet above sea level. ing point. 

The following table gives the approxi- If the engine Is equipped with a com- 
mate readings, in inches of vacuum, that bination fuel and vacuum pump, it Is 
should be obtained in a well tuned en- necessary to disconnect the vacuum 
gine at sea level and above. booster in order to obtain an accurate 


reading of any engine discrepancies. 
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Run the engine at idle speed. if the 
indicator hand springs back and forth 
without apparently indicating any one 
condition, it indicates there is more than 
one trouble to be corrected and the 
gauge is attempting to show all the 
troubles at one time. 

In the tllustrations, the dark needle 
indicates a steady hand, while the light 
needles Indicate the hand fluctuating be- 
tween the positions shown, The data 
given below are the result of experi- 
ments made by the Ted Nagle Equip- 
ment Corp. 


NORMAL ENGINE—Fig 12. At idling 
speed, the gauge should read the ap- 
proximate number of inches as shown 
in the table above for # specific altitude. 


the upper limite, while the older models 
should read at the lower limits. Thus, 
an engine in good condition should in- 
dicate 18 to 22 inches at sea jevel, with 
the pointer steady, 

When the throttle is opened and 
quickly closed, the pointer will drop to 
4 to 6 inches (open throttle vacuum) 
and rise without pulsation to the nor- 
mal reading. 


Fig. 13) Vecworn reading with 
dgritien ef end starting 
meter in eperetion. A reed- 
ing of less then 5 indicates 
leokoge from exhevst ment- 
feild te intake manifeld 


LEAKAGE FROM EXHAUST TO IN- 
TAKE MANIFOLD—Fig 13. This test 
is made with the engine hot but not 
running. If the car is equipped with an 
Sulomatic starting device, disconnect 
tne neceasary wires so the unit is in- 
operative. Also on models equipped with 
an automatic electric choke operated by 
the starting switch, it will be necessary 
to disconnect it to prevent it from oper- 
ating when making the test. The car- 
buretor throttle is to be completely 
Closed by turning back the throttle 
screw, 

Crank the engine with the starter and 
if the gauge shows about 5 inches of 
vacuum, there is no leakage. If it ind)- 
cates about 3. leakage is present. If 
leakage is indicated, repairs should be 
made before attempting any further 
tests, a5 this condition would cause sub- 
Sequent tests to be misleading. 

Be sure the battery ts fully charged in 
order to have sufficient speed of the 
starting motor. 


fig. 14 tf mwedie fwervetes below 
wermal with engine idling It indi- 
eater cir lock in Intake meniteld 
er gasket, er corbureter posket 


INTAKE AIR LEAES—Fig. 14. Tests 
should be made with the engine running 
at proper idling speed. If there are any 
Jeaks tn the intake system, such as 
leaky intake manifold gaskets, windahield 
wiper or tubing, manifold to carburetor 
gasket, Vacuum starting switch, vacuum 
brakes, vacuum transmission control, or 
vacuum clutch, they will be indicated 
immediately on the gauge. The pointer 
will drop from 3 to ® inches below nor- 
mal and will remain quite steady, but 
will have a tendency to drop lower, de- 
pending upon the speed of the engine 
and the increase in jeakage due to heat 
expansion. 4 


Fig. 13) Vecwwrn readings with 
open end clesed threttie te 
detect exhewst beck pressure 
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EXHAUST BACK PRESSURE—P¢ 15 
The purpose of this test ts to determine 
whether or not there is any restriction 
or clogged condition in the exhaust svs- 
tem which would cause a back pressure 
in the manifold. The test is made by 
siowly opening the throttle unt!) ap- 
proximately 2000 RPM. ts reached 
Close the throttle quickly. If there ts 
no exceasive back pressure, the pointer 
will return to norma! reading quickly 
If the gauge registers 5 inches or more 
above the normal reading and seems to 
stop momentarily in ite return to a nor- 


mal reading, the exhaust syatem is par- 
tially restricted. 

When such = condition is found, it is 
necessary to check all those units which 
Might cause the trouble, These include 
(1) damaged exhaust pipe, (2) hent con- 
trol vaive partially or wholly closed, (3) 
heat control valve shaft frozen, (4) 
exhaust system clogged due to tncorrect 
installation of exhaust pipe heater, (5) 
clogged muffler, 


reading to a reading of approximately 
10 inches or leas with engine idling. If 
the gasket is blown between two adja- 
cent cylinders, the drop will be much 
greater. 

A more positive way of testing for 
such # condition is by making # com- 
pression test with @ compression gauge 
as the compression readings wil] be 
identical for the two adjacent cylinders 
between which the head gasket is 
leaking. 


IGNITION TIMING—Fig. 17. If the 
pointer remains at 2 or 2 Inches below 
normal and is practically stationary, it 
indicates late ignition timing. If the 
Suge reads above the norma! reading. 
It indicates that the ignition timing is 
too early, 


VALVE LEAKAGE—Fig. 14 If the 
valves are leaking, the pointer will drop 
one or more inches from the norma! 
maximum reading. If only one valve ts 
leaking the drop will occur at regular 
intervals whenever the one particular 
valve ts attempting to close. If more 
than one valve is leaking, the action will 
be more frequent, depending upon the 
number of valves which are not seating 
properly. 


VALVE LASH—If all of the vaive ta) 
pets are evenly adjusted, but are set t 
close, the readings will be below norm 
but will remain steady (see Fig. 17) 
valve tappet clearances are not uniforr 
&@ reading similar to the one for leakin 
valves, Fig. 18, will be obtained. It | 
siways advisable to have the vacuur 
gauge connected to the engine when ac 
justing valve leah. 


Tig. 1% Rapid intermittent 
dreeping trem nermel reed- 
ing Indicates sticking valves 


STICKING VALVES—PFig. 19. A stick 
ing valve will be indicated by « rapi 
intermittent dropping from the max! 
mum normal reading. Such a condita 
ia readily distinguished from a leakin; 
valve {nasmuch aa the drop of th 
Pointer will occur with even regularit: 
but only when the faulty valve or valve 
atick, Such a condition can be definitel: 
Proven if the application of « smai 
quantity of penetrating oil remedies th 
condition, 


Tig. 20 Vecwum reedings with 
open ond cessed threttie. Five- 
twerlens Increasing with engines 
speed indicate weak valve springs 


WEAK OR BROKEN VALVE SPRING> 


—Fig. 20. Weak valve springs can b- 
determined by running the engine a 
steadily increasing apeeda up to approx: 
mately 2,000 R.P.M. If the pointer fluc 
tuates rapidly between 12 and 24 Inches 


and the fluctuations increase in speed a: 
the engine RPM. is increased, weak 


valve aprings are indicated. 


Tf a valve spring is broken, the 
pointer will Guctuate rapidly every time 


the valve attempts to ciose. 


fig. 21) With engine 
idling, Guctvetions be- 
tween 5 end 10 inches ine 
dete lete valve timing 


LATE VALVE TIMINU—iig. 21. If the 
valve timing ts late tne pointer will guc- 
tuate between 5 and 10 inches. 

However, if the valve Uming is only 
slightly late, the reading at idling speed 
will probably be normal. Late vaive tim- 
ing ts also indicated by the engine over- 
heating or by its laboring. 


PISTON RING TEST—Fig. 22. Before 
making this teat, it is easential that the 
engine shall have given normal readings 
on all previous tests, Also, it is impera- 
tive that the oll in the crankcase be in 
food condition, as poor or diluted oi! 
will be indicated as a loss of compres- 
sion when euch is not actually the case. 


To test for improper fitted. defective 
or leaking piston rings, the engine 
should be run at idling speed. Then open 
the throttle quickly to the full open 
Position, allowing the engine to pick up 
speed to about 2,000 R.P.M. Close the 
throttle quickly. If the pointer jJumpe 
immediately to 5 or more inches above 
the normal vacuum at Idle, the rings are 
in good condition, 
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A reading of jess than { inches above 
Ure normal idie reading indicates a joss 
in Compression and the engine should be 


given & compression test before con- 
demning the rings. 


Fig. 22 With open ond 
closed threttien, If vocuum 
famperarily geet sheve nor. 
mol os engine speed falls te 
idle, compression i¢ geod 


fig. 23 With engine idling if 
fost vibrations of neormel 
vacuum ore evident it is an 
indication of ignition trouble 
Slow pointer movement at ner- 
mel vocuum indicates incer- 
rect corbureter idle adjustment 


GENEBAL IGNIT'ON TESTS—Fig. 23. 
Defective spark plugs or improperly 
spaced plug gaps, burned or improperly 
spaced or synchronized distributor can- 
tact points, or any leak in the ignition 
syatem caused by high tension cables, 
distributor cap or weak ignition coll, 
will be indicated by excessive vibration 
of the pointer at about 1 inch above or 
below the norma! reading. 


CARBURETOR IDLE ADJUSTMENT— 
Fig. 23. A slow movement of the pointer 
at idie speed at normal vacuum reading 
may be due to incorrect idle adjustment 
of the carburetor, The carburetor idle 
adjustment should be made to give the 
most steady reading of the vacuum 
gauge 


Ms §=6 Classified Ads 
PARTS FOR SALE 


1937 60-series, unless otherwise indicated. Gas pedal, needs 
rubber-$2; front shocks, rebuuilt with about 300 miles-$75 ea; 
front sway bar-$20; 2 lower A-frames, complete with spindle 
mounts-$20 ea; 4 new replacement arms for A-frames in original 
boxes with threaded bushings-$35 ea; 2 front spindles modified 

to accept 1969 Camaro disc brakes-$20 ea; one big set & one small 
set sidemount covers, good stainless trim-$700 ea; pair, head 
light lenses, very good-$150 pair; dash gauge assy. no gas or temp 
gauges, new Bob's repro face-$40; parking brake handle assy.-$5; 
dash clock guts, no face or hands-$5; steering linkage assy. com- 
plete, with center link, tie rods, tie rod ends-$35, GREG MARSHALL 


(#148). 31732 Via Madonna, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675, 
714/661-4789. 


—— rrr 


1938 40-series. center nose strip, 2 small dents-$150; temp gauge, 
works-$90; 2 rear gravel guards-$50 ea; running boards-$150 pair; 
grilles, rough-$75 ea; rear deck lid, some £i11-$100; hood hinge- 
$75; hood, 2 halves-$75; hood center strip-$75; parking light 
parts & headlight buckets-inquire; dashboard-$50; front bumper, 
rough-$50; radiator-$150; clock-$30; hood ornaments, some pits- 
$25 ea; many other trim & mechanical parts from parts car-send 
needs with SASE. JOSEPH KASSAKIAN (#26). c/o Carpet Gallery, 

117 Water St., Newton, NJ 07860, 201/383-5435. 


eee 


NOS '38 steering wheel. MIKE STEVENS (#958). 643 E. Euclid Ave., 
Springfield, OH 45505, 513/323-7864, 


'37 40-series hood, good-$50; '37 60-series hood, fair, no rust- 
$25. TOM BROWN (#631), 43 Argyle Dr., Northport, NY 11768. 


PARTS WANTED 


'37 hood louver name plate "CENTURY" (2). TOM BROWN (#631). 
43 Argyle Dr., Northport, NY 11768. 516/261-5307, 


1938 McLaughlin Special, need gas tank sending unit, BILL 
GILLESPIE (#874). 8436 Ambleside Ct., Jacksonville, FL 32244, 
904/777-6396 after 6 PM. 


For '38 Roadmaster, need sidemount well brackets that attach to 
frame. RENE DELHOMME( #676). 1011 Bertrand Dr., Lafayette, LA 70506 
318/235-9449, 24 


For 1938 66-S, need engine splash pans; set of 15" wheels; right 
hood side stainless strip; air cleaner; timing chain cover from 
'42-'52 large engine. DAVID SCHALL (#917). 4121 W.98 Terr., 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66207, 913/341-2944 after 7 PM. 


'34-'38 Marvel BD-1 40-series downdraft carburetor, wanted in 
any condition, ANDREW DIEM (#852). 5230 Loughboro Rd., N.W., 
Washington, DC 20016. Call collect 202/364-8115. 


1937 model 46-C, Special rumble seat convertible. Dark maroon 
body, brown leather interior. AACA Senior 1990. Ready to show. 


$30,000. RON DENT (#684). 1316 Sunset Ave., Pt. Pleasant, NJ 
08742. 908/899-3423 after 6 PM. 


1938 Roadmaster model 87, Extremely rare; one of only four known to exist per registries 
of BCA and 37/38 Club. Very low initial production; only 466 made. Solid rust-free 
California car needing full restoration. $3500. Call for details. Can deliver. JOHN 
HARTER (#849). 31696 Ave. Evita, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675. 714/493-7674. 
(X-9) 


1938 Special business coupe, model 46. Solid car. Rebuilt engine, shocks, and brakes; 
new wiring harness; many NOS parts. Lost storage. $5000. JOHN KONSTANTINOS 
(#523). 7584 Hickory Lane, Kent, OH 44240. 216-677-4929.. (X-9) 


Partial or Complete 

Show Quality Restorations 

S “ a i I O N 3825 South Second Street 

R E 4 J ( R A f Springfield, Illinois 62704 
— bh = 217-529-5290 


References Available 
20 Years Experience 
Maou! Car Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

and Guaranteed 

bop Open 6 Days 

YAM to JOPM CST 
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BUICK UPHOLSTERY KITS 


Complete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach. Each kit is made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials, 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat 
Upholstery Kits come complete, ready 
to install. 


We presently have kits available for 
many popular Buicks from 1932 to 1953 
and are in the process of adding many 
more. Specific models available for 
1937 and 1938 are as follows: 


e Model 41 e Mode! 61 
e Mode! 46 e Mode! 66 
e Mode! 46S e Mode! 66S 
e Mode! 47 e Model 67 


e Mode! 48 (1937 only) 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


Write or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to 
include year and model of your Buick along with your request. 


HAMPTON 
‘Gach ) 


Hampton Coach Inc., 70 High Street, P.O. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-6341 
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'3/-38 Buick 


WIRING HARNESSES 


AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HANDCRAFTED WITH THE 
FINEST MATERIALS 
EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 


Rubber Parts 


LIMITED WARRANTY * Windshield Rubber | [Send for your new Steele catalog! 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS * Vent Window Rubber | Oats ee 
SCHEMATICS * Runningboard Mat Steele Fj Wert ay 100 East 
ALSO OFFERING: | SM Denver NC 28037 
WIRING SUPPLIES *® Convertible Roof Rail | Fax: 704-483-6850 
BRAIDING SERVICE * Quarter Window | Mews 
TALOG OR INFORMATION $2 * Door Weatherstrip Address 
panes way! * Suspension Rubber City 
¥ a6 ‘£0 %* Rebuild Motor Mount | state 
: a We've been manufacturing Zip 
. concours winning quality parts for 


BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 over @ Quarter of a century with only I In the US send $2 (S4US in Canada) 
: one goal in mind. | or call 
Make only the best 


/ Deal Manufacturer Direct 


Perfectly Recast 


STEERING 
WHEELS 


1936 Thru 1947 
$2.00 for Brochure 


Must 
Specify year 


(602) 278-4505 


JB Donaldson Co 


2533 W. Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 


PEP i Fk ee 


FRONT FLOORMAT 
1937-38 Ser. 40-60 
Black or Brown 
FF-378B......0..00 $175. 


Sponge .. TL-369 .., 


TIE-ROD ENDS. 1937-38 Series 40 
Left Hand THREADS, TE-371L.......$27.00 
Right Hand THREADS, TE-371R......$27,00 


FUEL PUMP KITS ; SER. 40 FK-24...... $25.00 
Series 60-80-90..... FK-116.... $30.00. 


CARB. KITS:CARTER.............CK-360C $25.00 
STROMBERG........ CK-37XS $26,00 


TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT. ALL MODELS 


1937 Ser. 40-60 Front Door VENT Window 
REGULATORS ...., VWR-37.. $65. pr. 


SUNVISOR BRACKETS For 40-50-60 Closed 
Cars........ | tS $45, pr 


ARM RESTS (door) METAL BRACKET and 
SPONGE. not covered........ $27. ea 


ee 


DOOR WEATHERSEAL-SPONGE 

ee ere 0 Ct, Fee $1.70t 

“o -  e DW-80. $2.00 ft, 
DOOR BOTTOM SEAL 

Clip Type........... OW-369 $1.80 ft 
TRUNK SEAL-SEDANS. 1/2° Wide 

Ser, 80-90... ESF scsticnasecseencs $29.50 

Sedans. 3/4" Wide; 

Ser. 40-60.......... TAPS 1G ivscisseccicnsis $29.50 


VISOR “VANITY" MIRROR, VM-369 ...... $25, ea, 


BPS 


(805) 434-2963 


1937-38 BUICK 


RUNNING BOARD RUBBER 
MATS. 1937-38 Series 
40 Only! Requires Some Splicing on Inside Edge. 


RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 1937-38 
All Models. ALL NEW MATERIAL! 
4 Needed Per Running Board. 
Se, Set of 8 .. $160.00 


HOOD REST PADS. 1937-38 6-8 Per Car. -=_ 
ey I ne yale es 4.00 ea. ais 
DASH GLASS. SILK-SCREENED on 

Back of GLASS in COLORS as 
Original.1997........ SPEEDO DG-37..... 


8 

8 
eae: 
gensns 


PLASTIC DASH KNOBS DK-37(38).....$ 6. 
PLASTIC DOOR HANDLE and Window 
Winder RINGS . HE-37 (38)... $4 


OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLE CHROME 
and RUBBER GROMMETS. 
1 FERRULE & 1 GROMMET Per Set. 


O 


DOOR FERRULE INSTALATION TOOL. 
$20. Refundable if Returned Within 


30 Days. DF-TOOL oo.csseccccses $30. (Calls 
1938 TRUNK HANDLE/LIGHT MOUNTING 
SEAL, SHES os cc ccansice $8.50 
RUMBLE SEAT LATCH 1937-38 
MOTOR MOUNT, FRONT, All Models bd 


ROUND PADS...... SP-338 ... $10. pr 


> LEE ere MM-347.. $28. ea. i - 


UPPER ALL.......... UB-379...$ 5.68, -~ 

mth 3X0 ... $22. pr. 

1937 HUB CAPS, All Ser...... HC-37..... $60. ea 

16" WHEEL TRIM RINGS-TR-16S......... $89,/SET of 4 bias 
1937 or 38 HOOD ORNAMENT............ HO-3X.....$75. 


SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK; BEARINGS, 

DECALS, ENGINE PAINT, DECALS, SHOP 

MANUALS, PARTS BOOKS, BODY BOOKS and MORE 
SHIPPING; 10%, max.$9. min. $4. Prepaid, C.0.D. Add $4. 


BOB'S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO CA. 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434-2963 
. VISA- MASTERCARD or C.0.D. CATALOG #40 $3.00 - PHONE ORDERS - (Write For Catalog) 
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